
  

OHHS English Department  

Course Syllabus 

 
Course Name:   AP English Language and  

   Composition        

                 

Course Code: ENO501 

 

Course Description:   
Students study and write various analytical essays on literary and non-literary 

topics. The students become skilled readers of prose written in a variety of 

periods, disciplines, and rhetorical contexts and are able to skillfully compose 

rhetorical and argumentative essays. Students are required to conduct a research 

project in preparation for the synthesis essay on the AP exam.   
 

Prerequisites   

Teacher recommendation; successful completion of 10th grade English or AP 

Prep 10th grade English. 

 

Course Resources 

75 Readings Plus 

Barron’s AP Language and Composition 

 

Course Fees  
A fee will be required for the AP exam. 

 

Course Outline/Instructional Units 

Three or four units of thematic study will be completed each semester. Works 

may be added or deleted to suit the purpose of our study. The units are designed 

to focus students on the importance of close reading and text analysis. For 

example, 2-3 class periods may be appropriated to studying a 200-word passage 

from an extended piece, depending on its complexity. We will annotate and 

analyze each piece in terms of the author’s use of rhetorical devices and 

argumentative techniques. For each unit, students will practice a different writing 

form, either analytical (rhetorical analysis), persuasive, or synthesis. For example, 

after having read the models in Unit 6, students may choose to write an 

argumentative essay that either supports or opposes the validity of global 

warming—or one that supports or opposes the use of unauthorized computer file 

sharing. In addition, visual rhetoric, such as ads and political cartoons will be used 

to discuss the Aristotle’s rhetorical triangle (in the course introduction) and satire 

(Unit 7). Pieces that have page numbers below are those found in the 75 Readings 

Plus textbook. 

 

 

 



  

Major Assessments 

 Essays (rhetorical/argumentative/synthesis) 

 Rhetorical Terms Final  

Vocabulary list final 

AP practice exams 

The AP exam 

  

OHHS Grading Scale 
Letter Grade Percentage 

A 90.00 % and above 

A- 85.00% - 89.99% 

B+ 83.00% -84.99 % 

B 77.00% - 82.99% 

B- 75.00% - 76.99% 

C+ 73.00% - 74.99% 

C 67.00% - 72.99% 

C- 65.00% - 66.99% 

D 55.00% - 64.99% 

F 54.99% and below 

 

Weighted Categories 

 

Category Percentage 

of overall 

grade 

Daily Work 30% 

Assessments 70% 

 

Re-Do Policy 

 Assessments are eligible for redo up to 100%, except AP practice exams  

o Students are eligible to redo assessments when key supporting 

assignments are complete.  Key assignments provide evidence that 

students are ready to show mastery of a standard. 

 Students are eligible to redo key assignments as long as they have excused 

absences. 

 There are assignments that may not be redone because they do not bear enough 

weight or the learning target for that assignment will be measured on another 

larger assignment. 

 

Extra Help 

Teachers will provide information regarding tutoring in classroom procedures.  

Students are encouraged to take advantage of tutoring opportunities.  As well, 

one-on-one help will be offered in class. 

 

OHHS Plagiarism Policy 

Any student, who knowingly turns in any work that has been done by someone 

other than himself or herself, and fraudulently represents it as his/her own, shall 

be considered to have cheated. Cheating also includes: aiding someone else in 

cheating, the use or preparation of written, pictorial, or other materials not 



  

authorized by the instructor during a test or assignment, the use of testing 

materials obtained previous to the test date, or plagiarism of any kind. Students 

found cheating will also be subject to an office referral, which could result in a 

suspension.  As an effort based school, students who have plagiarized/cheated 

must still demonstrate their learning. Thus, students will be given the opportunity 

to complete the work. This will fall under the “Late Work Policy” of the teacher 

where total possible points may be reduced. 

 

CWU Option 

In addition, students enrolled in the AP Language and Composition course can 

earn university credit through Central Washington University’s College in the 

High School program. With a “C” or better in the first-semester English 101 

course, students can earn 4 credits. Students must register with CWU and take a 

placement test to qualify for enrollment in English 101. Additional information on 

College in the High School is available in the beginning of the Course Guide. 


