
 
Problem Solving Plans 

 
Posters like the ones below are posted in each 
classroom and referred to during problem solving 
lessons.  Their purpose is to help students develop 
confidence in tackling word problems by giving them 
the skills necessary to be successful problem 
solvers.   
 

 Primary (K-2) 
 

 

Intermediate (3-5) 
 

 
The Strategies 

 
Problem solving strategies described below will be used by 
Olympic View Elementary teachers to develop students’ 
understanding of ways to solve math problems. Teaching 
students how to use the different strategies when they work 
in mathematics will provide them with a greater ability to 
understand and solve a variety of math problems.  
 

 Estimation 
In real life we use estimation to determine 
about how much something costs or how much we 
need of an item.  In some math problems you 
only need an answer that is close to exact.  In 
those situations, estimation is appropriate.  
In other cases, you need an exact answer.  
Students decide which method to use by what 
will be done with the answer.   
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